






Detroit What is the Urban Forest Project?

The original Urban Forest Project was conceived by World Studio in conjunction with AIGA NY and Times Square 

Alliance as a is a unique outdoor design exhibition to raise awareness about sustainability issues in urban areas. The 

event brought together 185 designers from 21 countries to create an outdoor gallery/forest of banners throughout the 

Times Square in New York City. Each banner was designed using a tree as a metaphor and explored an issue that the 

designer found pressing and relevant to contemporary urban life. Once the installation was taken down the banners 

were converted into mail bags and auctioned off to raise money for a local charity.  The Denver and Protland AIGA 

chapters and local partners have implemented their own Urban Forest Projects. 

 

Additional Information:

http://www.urbanforestproject.org

http://www.aiga.org/content.cfm/urban-forest-project

http://www.denverurbanforest.com

http://www.urbanforestpdx.org



Detroit The urban Forest Project in Michigan

AIGA Detroit is planning multiple plantings of the Urban Forest Project over the next 6 - 12 months. Our hope is to 

begin a dialogue and raise awareness about unique sustainability issues found in cities around Michigan. Each 

installation will feature a one-of-a-kind set of banners created by Michigan designers and artists. Similar to the 

original Urban Forest Project, the subject matter will be based on the metaphor of a tree and sustainability issues 

that the designers find relevant within each city. The banners will also be converted into a mail-bags and auctioned 

off to raise money for a local charity. The promotions for the Michigan Urban Forest Projects will target the creative 

community of the host city and Michigan, the friends of the local partners,  AIGA members and friends and the 

events sponsor’s clients and friends.   

Ann Arbor - The first Planting

The Urban Forest Project Ann Arbor, is being organized with the support of the University of Michigan  Art School 

and Trent Busakowki as part his senior thesis project. The installation will feature the work of over 30 designers and 

students from around Michigan. The banners will be hung on Main Street in Ann Arbor and be exhibited at a clos-

ing reception where the banners will be auctioned or sold. The banners will also be published in an exhibit catalog 

and website archive designed by Trent Busakowki.      Final times and date have not yet been determined. 

 

Detroit - The Second Planting

The Urban Forest Detroit is being planned with the help of Detroit Riverfront Conservancy. Preliminary plans have 

the banners hanging along the new River Walk Park and will have similar events and publications created to show-

case the Detroit installation.    Final times and date have not yet been determined

Lansing - The Third Planting

Grand Rapids - The Fourth Planting

These Urban Forest Projects are still in the early planning stages



Detroit Urban Forest Sponsorship Benefits: 

We are happy to work with all of our partners to deliver the highest level of value in each event for our partners, the 

design community and the greater Detroit/Michigan community

Banner Sponsor - Ann Arbor     $3,500  Approximately $100.00 per banner

Name on all Urban Forest Ann Arbor banner/auction promotions (print and e-communications)

Promotion placement sent with all banner - mail bags

Logo on closing reception invitations  

Logo at closing reception as Banner Sponsor 

Opportunity to make brief comments at closing reception

Opportunity to have table/promotional handout at closing receptions

Printed and e-invitations supplied to sponsor to promote reception to your mailing list

Year-long  presence and link on detroit.aiga.org sponsors page

 

Closing Reception - Ann Arbor     $1,000 - $1,500  

Name at closing reception as reception sponsor 

Opportunity to make brief comments at closing reception

Logo on closing reception invitations  

Opportunity to have table/promotional handout at closing receptions

Printed and e-invitations supplied to sponsor to promote reception to sponsors mailing list.

Year-long  site presence and link on detroit.aiga.org sponsors page

Sponsorship  - Urban Forest - Detroit, Lansing, Grand rapids 

Similar sponsorship packages and benefits will be available for the Urban Forest Projects: 

Detroit, Lansing and Grand Rapids 


